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PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE CHICAGO DINNER 
The annual University of Chicago Dinner which occurs each 
year during the week of the meeting of the Department of Super- 
intendence of the National Education Association will be held at 
6:30 P.M., Tuesday, February 24, 1920, in the Statler Hotel, Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

Anyone who has attended the University, either during summer 
quarters or the academic year, is most cordially invited. A more 
detailed announcement of the dinner will be made in the next issue 
of the Elementary School Journal. A preliminary announcement 
is made at this time in order that all interested may reserve the date. 

VOLUME III OF THE SUPPLEMENTARY EDUCATIONAL MONOGRAPHS 

Volume III of the Supplementary Educational Monographs deals 
exclusively with problems related to the history of American educa- 
tion. Inasmuch as all of the materials for these monographs are 
now printed or ready for the printer, opportunity is taken at this 
time to present to the readers of the Elementary School Journal a 
somewhat detailed statement of the purpose and content of these 
numbers of the monographs. 

Three of the monographs are concerned with the history of the 
educational legislation of the states of New York, Ohio, and Missis- 
sippi up to 1850. The plan and purpose of these studies are set 
forth in the general introduction to the volume of New York. 
Briefly stated, the purpose is as follows: We have forty-eight 
independent public-school systems, exhibiting many important 
variations which can be traced to early periods in our history. 
One of the chief sources of the systems is the educational legislation 
passed by the individual states relative to every type of institution 
in which instruction was given. The older states had developed 
their educational systems to such an extent by 1850 that the main 
outlines of the present systems are quite clear at this date. States 
formed at a later period, those west of the Mississippi River, based 
their educational legislation very largely on that of the older states. 
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It is obvious that an exact knowledge of the legislation of these 
states is of great importance if we are to understand the evolution 
of the various public-school systems. Owing to the fact that the 
data have been quite inaccessible, our knowledge of this legislation 
is very incomplete. Moreover, very few detailed studies have been 
made of this body of material. It is the purpose of this series to 
supply, in part, this gap in our knowledge. It is intended that 
every act or portion of an act bearing on public or private education 
shall be recorded and that the legislation shall be analyzed and 
made intelligible to the average reader in chapters that set forth 
the general factors that account for the legislation, its charac- 
teristic features, the relation of the state to administration, sup- 
port, teachers, curriculum, and other features, including elemen- 
tary, secondary, and higher institutions. Other chapters, varying 
with individual states, deal with special types of legislation involv- 
ing such subjects as the origin and development of city systems, 
the management of land grants for education, the relation of the 
state to special classes of public educational institutions and to 
private institutions as shown in the charters granted or acts estab- 
lished. Appendixes contain complete lists with titles of the acts, 
and with exact references to the sources where each may be found, 
abstracts of the charters of colleges, academies, and other types 
of institutions, abstracts of legislation concerning school lands and 
funds, common-school acts and other similar data. 

It is clear that this type of educational history will supply facts 
for interpreting and modifying present school practice, and will 
aid greatly in throwing light on our social, religious, economic, and 
political history. 

The fourth monograph in this volume differs in character but is 
of unusual importance. In this period of reconstruction it is 
necessary that we have a clear idea and accurate data in respect 
to the evolution of the curriculum of our public secondary schools. 
The material for the important states of the North Central area is 
now brought together for the first time under the title "Develop- 
ment of High-School Curricula in the North Central States." 
This study is an important aid in formulating new and modifying 
old high-school courses. 

A complete list of the chapter titles of all numbers of this 
volume of the monograph series appears in the advertising section. 



